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The British Library is for everyone who wants to do research – entrepreneurs, 
academics, commercial, creatives, personal, communities
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Road to the Business & IP Centre

• 1852: Creation of Patent Office Library

• 1973: Formation of British Library

• 1997-1999:  Opening of British Library St 
Pancras building.

• 2002/3 :  BL Chief Executive visit to New York 
Science Industry & Business Library (SIBL)

• 2005:  London Development Agency gives £1 
million to help BL create Business & IP Centre

• March 2006:  Business & IP Centre opens

• April 2012: Launch of Innovating for Growth

• April 2016: BIPC National Network

• April 2019: SILL London Network
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The British Library - Business & IP Centre
http://www.bl.uk/business-and-ip-centre

Helping you to make informed 

decisions about the development 

of your business
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Desk Research - Business & IP Centre

Ask for help.  We won’t bite. 
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Business & IP Centre - Services
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BIPC National Network 2025
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What is in it for your business…

✔ A vital resource for entrepreneurs, innovators and business researchers

✔ Largest free collection of valuable business and patent information in the UK

✔ The British Library holds over 170 million items in various formats

✔ Help from Information Specialists, Subject Experts and Delivery Partners

✔ In-depth priced research for prior art and business information

✔ Workshops, Events, Networking, Mentoring

✔ BIPC Network across the UK – Local and Regional Support
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